
Oral Argument Outline 
 

1. Remember:  
a. Oral arguments start when the panel enters the room (or you enter the room). You are “on” 

from the moment the panel has the opportunity to see you. Similarly, you are not finished 
with your presentation until the panel can no longer see you. 

b. Your presentation is a CONVERSTATION with the court. 
c. To answer the question you are asked. In most cases, the thing you say after a question is 

asked is “yes, your Honor” or “No, your Honor”. 
d. Know the record cold. 
e. Know your supporting cases and what premise they stand for. 
f. Time management is important. As petitioner, you may have the chance to give the facts but 

in an 8-minute presentation, you don’t want to take up more than about 60-90 seconds. 
g. Your opening (# 2-6) and your closing (# 9) should be memorized. 
h. Avoid statements like “I think”, “I believe” – the court wants to know what the law says 

about their question. 
 
2. “May it please the Court…” 

These are the first words out of your mouth when you begin your argument. This is not a 
throw-away phrase. You are asking the court for permission to begin. 
 

3. “My name is ______________ and I am here today representing ____________, the 
petitioner/respondent in this case.” 

Simple, straightforward and confident.  
 

4. “_______________ (your clients name) respectfully asks this court to affirm/reverse the 
________ courts decision for _______ (usually this is two) reasons…” 

Tell the court what you want them to do upfront. This is the first part of your roadmap and if 
you are clear about this, the court will have a much easier time following you. 

 
5. “First, __________ (whatever your first reason is) and Second ___________ (whatever your 

second reason is)”. 
This is the substance of your roadmap. You will use these two points (or however many you 
have) to guide the court through your argument. 
 

6. “Your Honors, this case is about ____________ (state your theme). 
This is a brief summary paragraph where you give the court an overview of what the case is 
about. Don’t repeat your issues from #5, you’ll get to those next. Included in this paragraph 
is the standard of review. 

 
7. “To my first point…” 

This is the simplest way to transition into your argument. There are other transitional 
phrases you can use but this one is the most common. 

 
8. “Which leads me to my second point…” 

Once you’ve gone through the first issue in your argument, this is a phrase you can use to 
transition to your second point. Like #7, there are other phrases you can use but this one is 
very common. 

 
9. “For these reasons, ___________ (your client) respectfully asks this court to affirm/reverse the 

_____________ court’s decision because (state reason 1) and (state reason 2). Thank you.” 


